DORDT COLLEGE
October 1, 2015

Catherine Lhamon, Assistant Secretary

U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights
Lyndon Baines Johnson Department of Education Building
400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Washington, DC 20202-1100

Re:  Request for Religious Exemption from Certain Applications of Title IX

Dear Ms. Lhamon:

[ hereby request, under 20 U.S.C. § 1681(a)(3) and 34 C.F.R. § 106.12, that the Department
of Education’s Office for Civil Rights acknowledge that Dordt College is exempt from Title IX of
the Education Amendments of 1972 and its accompanying regulations to the extent that they are
interpreted to curtail the College’s freedom to respond to transgender individuals in accordance
with its religious convictions. As President of Dordt College, I am the “highest ranking official of
the institution,” 34 C.F.R. § 106.12(b), and thus qualified to seek these exemptions.

Dordt is a non-profit institution of higher education associated with the Christian Reformed
Church in North America, located in Sioux Center, lowa.! The College opened its doors in 1955
with the purpose of training Christian day school teachers. Dordt College takes its name in honor
of the historic Reformed synod held in Dordrecht, the Netherlands, in 1618-1619, a synod which
emphasized the sovereignty of God through his electing grace—a theological distinctive that
guides the College as an institution into the present day.> From this foundation in the Reformed
Christian perspective, Dordt equips students, alumni, and the broader community to work
effectively toward Christ-centered renewal in all aspects of contemporary life.> As a fulfillment
of its mission, Dordt provides a holistic learning experience in which classroom and other
educational activities, infused with a kingdom perspective, work hand-in-hand with every other
aspect of a student’s experience. Dordt’s curriculum is designed to help students develop Christian
insight in every facet of their lives.*

Dordt College’s mission and educational framework is shaped by the fact that the College
is owned and controlled by an incorporated society composed entirely of members of the Christian
Reformed Church in North America’ (CRCNA). It is governed by a Board of Trustees made up
of 18 to 30 individuals. The board’s membership includes a predominance of members elected by
the society from the Christian Reformed Church. These board members represent geographical

! http:/fwww.dordt.edu/about/.

8 http://www.dordt.edu/about/our_mission/developing_history.shtml,

3 http://www.dordt.edu/about/our_mission/.

4 hltp://www.dordLcdu/about/our_missionf'chrislian_]earning_communily.shlml.
3 http://www.crcna.org/welcome/beliefs.
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districts in the CRCNA. In addition, a minority of at-large board members represent various other
Reformed churches. Dordt has enjoyed the committed and faithful support of a loyal constituency
for more than half a century, since its inception in 1955.°

Dordt states its mission as follows: *“As an institution of higher education committed to
the Reformed Christian perspective, Dordt College equips students, alumni, and the broader
community to work effectively toward Christ-centered renewal in all aspects of contemporary
life.”” From this mission, Dordt’s four-facet educational framework molds the College’s entire
curriculum, which is designed to develop students’ Christian insight into every area of their lives—
academically, spiritually, and professionally. Below are some of the student outcomes the College
measures through its framework.

Religious orientation: Who owns your heart?

— Graduates will demonstrate the ability to recognize the Bible's main themes
and teachings and its guiding role in a life of Christian discipleship.

— Graduates will demonstrate a commitment to living a life of Christian
discipleship and to transforming those features of our culture that oppose
Christ's rule.

Creational structure: How do things hang together?:

— Graduates will demonstrate an understanding that all of reality has been
structured by God, that he faithfully preserves it through his laws, and that
he unifies it in Christ Jesus as its sovereign head.

— Graduates will demonstrate the ability to use the ideas, theories, and
procedures from a variety of disciplines.

Creational development: How did we get where we are today?

— Graduates will demonstrate an understanding of how our world has
developed historically.

— Graduates will demonstrate an ability to evaluate formative influences and
to contribute to reformation within their particular disciplines and vocations
and in common areas of life.

Contemporary response: What should we do now?

— Graduates will demonstrate the insights, skills, and strategies needed to
serve in their vocations and the common tasks of adult life.

— Graduates will demonstrate increasing wisdom, rooted in a mature fear of
the Lord, in their understanding of his world and their service to his
kingdom.

On August 14, 2015, the College’s Board of Trustees adopted a policy on sexual standards
and conduct. It reads in pertinent part as follows:

b hup://www.dordt.edu/about/our_mission/supportive_constituency.shtml.
! http://www.dordt.edu/about/our_mission/.












